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Speedtest is available for: 
Web, Android, iOS, macOS, Windows, AppleTV, Chrome

Ookla’s mission is to make the internet
better, faster and more accessible for everyone
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“Begin With the End in Mind”

Don’t Invest Here
Green: Already served. Meets or exceeds FCC’s 25/3 Mbps

White: Nobody lives there.

Invest Here
Find the freckles and prioritize these. Freckles are high 

household density with poor Internet.

Speed Tiers (download / upload)

Density of Unserved Households

200 or More (per sq. mi.)

25 - 199

1 - 24

> 0 and < 1

Zero Households

100 Mbps / 100 Mbps (symmetric)

100 Mbps / 20 Mbps

25 Mbps / 3 Mbps

Steven R. Covey, 7 Habits of Highly Effective People
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www.SCDigitalDrive.org



ORS.SC.GOV/Broadband

State Fiscal 
Recovery Fund

• $214.2 Million

Capital 
Projects Fund

• $185.8 Million

Act 244 (H. 4408)  $400 Million for SC Broadband Infrastructure 

AMERICAN RESCUE PLAN ACT 

The funds in the ARPA Broadband Account shall be used to expand broadband 

infrastructure to households, businesses, and communities in the State that 

are unserved or underserved by broadband services.

Enacted
May 13, 2022
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Q2

2022

DEC

2024

H.4408 Signed

May 13, 2022

2022 2023 2023 2024

Mar. 2022 Maps
FCC Dec. 31, 2021
Ookla Mar. 31, 2022
Published Jun. 2022

Sep. 2022 Maps Mar. 2023 Maps Sep. 2023 Maps

SC BROADAND INVESTMENT ROADMAP

FCC Jun. 30, 2022
Ookla Sep. 30, 2022
Published Feb. 2023

FCC Dec. 31, 2022
Ookla Mar. 31, 2023
Publish by Jun. 2023

FCC Jun. 30, 2023
Ookla Sep. 30, 2023
Publish by Dec. 2023
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2022 SC BROADBAND GRANT PROGRAMS

Priority AreasLast Mile Pilot Accelerated

Projects
Q2

2022

Act 244 (H. 4408) 
Enacted May 13

Mar. 2022 Maps
FCC Dec. 31, 2021
Ookla Mar. 31, 2022

APR

2022

One time program

ARPA SLFRF

Construction

concludes by

Dec. 31, 2024

SC Funds

Construction

concludes by

Dec. 31, 2022

Priority Area GrantLast Mile Pilot

APR 

20
MAY 

6

JUN

30

JAN

31

* All dates are pending approval and are subject to change without notice.

Sep. 2022 Maps
FCC Jun. 30, 2022
Ookla Sep. 30, 2022

DEC

2022
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What are Priority Areas?

Unserved 2020 Census Blocks with:

1) More than 20 public K-12 student households; or,
✓ Broadband maps include data from 785,000 public school students that was provided by SC 

Department of Education

2) Difficult Development Areas as identified by US Housing and Urban 

Development (HUD); or,
✓ Defined geographies that are updated annually by HUD and are the basis for deploying Community 

Development Block Grants (CDBG) in the United States.

3) No Internet Service Provider (ISP)
✓ FCC Form 477 data shows null value for ISP as of Dec. 31, 2021.

Source: H.4408, Section 9: Priority must be given to unserved areas with no current Internet Service Provider, Difficult Development Areas as identified by U.S. 
Housing and Urban Development, and census blocks that have a high concentration of unserved public K-12 student households as documented by the South 
Carolina Department of Education.
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1. Add Main Street Priority Areas

• Main St + 2mi buffer

2. Requires 100/100 Symmetric

3. “Dig Once” Opportunities
• Water & Sewer (RIA)
• Roads (SCDOT)



South Carolina Broadband Office -

BEAD and DE Relationship

• The Digital Equity staff will work in close collaboration with the 

Office of Regulatory Staff and the South Carolina Broadband 

Office.

• For both programs to succeed, working together will be 

crucial. We plan to be lockstep to ensure South Carolina 

leads in bridging the digital divide. 







BEAD / DE Planning Process

Last Mile PilotQ2

2022

BEAD / DEA 
Planning Funds 

Received

DEC

2022

SEP

2023

Goal of 30,000 Surveys

SC Road Show

USC

Clemson

MUSC

Commission for 

Minority Affairs

Statistical Results

Content Creation

Graphic Design

Survey Distribution & 

Collection
Survey 

Instrument
Plan Preparation

DEC 1, 

2022 
JAN FEB MAY JUN JUL

270-Day Shot Clock from Fund!

JAN

2023

Internal Review

External Review

Public Review

Publish

AUG
AUG 28, 

2023

5-Year Plan Due 
to NTIA



Jim Stritzinger

Director, SC Broadband Office

SC Office of Regulatory Staff (ORS)

jstritzinger@ors.sc.gov

Office: (803) 737-0825

Mobile: (803) 606-6398

Thank you!

Mike Shealy

Director, SC Digital Equity Office

SC Department of Administration (Admin)

mike.shealy@admin.sc.gov

Office: (803) 612-9057

Mobile: (803) 315-4449
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